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ISSUE #6 


SECWEPEMC ELDERS 
ARRESTED AT 
SUN PEAKS ROADBLOCK 


On December 28, 2002 Elder Irene Billy 73 years old of the Adams Lake 
Band and Winnifred McNab-Lulu 75 years old of the Skeetchestin Band 
were arrested near Sun Peaks resort. They have been charged with block- 
ing the road between Kamloops and the Sun Peaks Ski Resort. Sheila Ig- 
ance, Elizabeth Clemah and Janice Billy were also arrested at the same 
time. 

The road was blocked in response to our outrage at the destruc- 
tion of the cord wood home and sweatlodges at McGillivray Lake and 
the absolute silence of the Chiefs regarding this destruction. Chief Stew- 
att Phillip and Chief Arthur Manuel were the only Chiefs to make state- 
ments. It was also set up in response to Sun Peaks physical block-ages of 
the road to Mt. Morrisey and the snow blockades on the McGillvray Lake 
road. 

The Elders and supporter felt that the destruction of the sweat- 
lodges was an outrageous offence that needed to be specifically reacted to 
despite the fact of the consequences. Indeed the destruction of the sweat- 
lodges still needs to be properly dealt with because they were built ac- 
cording to a prescribed set of ceremonies and must also be dismantled 
accordingly. This will be done when access 
is made to the McGillivray Lake location. 

The people arrested were acknowl- 
edged and thanked for their service to their 
people at a dinner on January 3, 2002 at Age: 
the Adams Lake Hall. A large audience en- \ 7: 

joyed- hearing Elder Irene Billy describe ‘ 
how Elder Winnifred McNab-Lulu and her 
talked about Elder Winnifred’s decision to y 
join Irene in getting arrested. It is clear that 4 
the decision to be arrested was made by 
our Elders. It is clear that we can learn 
from their commitment and determination. 
Thank you for your strength and love. It is 
through you personally giving up your lib- A Q 
erty that we as a Secwepemc peoples will , 
find freedom. 
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CORD WOOD CABIN 
DESTROYED 

On December 10, 2001 the British Columbia Assets and Lands 
Corporation (BCAL) acting under an injunction destroyed the cord wood 
house built by the Secwepemc peoples at McGillivray Lake. The cord 
wood home was destroyed under a Trespass and Seizure Notice issued by 
BCAL. The injunction did not however deal with the legitimate aspect of 
the Trespass and Seizure Notices. In fact Geoff Plant the Attorney Gen- 
eral of BC destroyed the building before this matter could be dealt with 
by a court because he was afraid the BC government would lose. 

In fact the Neskonlith Indian Band lawyers had a conference call 
with Judge and Crown Counsel but it was clear that the province had 
their plans to proceed with destroying the cord wood home and deal with 
the legal consequences later. It was apparent that since the entire BC land 
tenure system was being challenged by this unauthorized cord wood 
home the Attorney General decided to physically out manover the courts 
in deciding this matter by destroying the home in the middle of night us- 
ing Sun Peaks employees and equipment to do the job. 


BUILDING OUR HOME: A LEARNING EXPERIENCE 


When we began construction of our home 
at McGillivary Lake, we were not just con- 
structing a building, we were rebuilding the 
infrastructure of our past government, our 


We fel the eich Howie from the tana 
and into our bodies, our minds, and our 
& spirit. No words can explain the deep con- 
\ nection we were all getting to our sur- 
roundings, to our land. Needless to say, we 
were all anticipating the day we would 
move into our home. 

Building our home was a learning experi- 
ence, not only the experience of construct- 
ing a building, but experiencing and prac- 





(Continued on next page) 


Criminalizing Dissent and Poverty in Victoria 





On December 4th the people of Victoria were once 
again reminded of the brute force potential of the Victoria 
police department when they are protecting the “peace of 
mind” of the upper class. 








rested, and refused to be ignored. Within minutes a third 
arrest was made. All three arrests involved police vio- 
lence — pepper spray, punches, and strangling. From here a 


port. | 
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28 mei al legal proceedings 
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Letter From the SDP 


SLEEPING DRAGON 
DISTRIBUTION 
If you would like to order copies of 
Sleeping Dragon please send well 
concealed cash, cheque or money 
order to: 
Sleeping Dragon Press 
Box 539, 185 - 911 Yates St., 
“Victoria, BC”, V8V 4Y9 
“Canada”, Coast Salish Territory 
§ PRICES: (approximately) 
§ (to cover postage) 
Single issues: $1 
20 copies or more: 50 cents/ copy 
American orders please send U$ 
Funds. 
= Please email us at: resist@tao.ca 
f to verify the cost of postage before 
mailing. 


The colonizer calls this province “Super Natural British Co- 
lumbia”. And its true. It is a powerful land of cedar, towering 
mountains, and dark grey skies. There is no place like it. De- 
spite destruction, it is one of the few areas that still has large 
areas of forest and clean water, that still has eagles, bears, cou- 
gars and wolves. There is a power in this land and in the sea. It 
is the land of Thunderbirds. It is here we can still say 
“One does not sell the earth upon which people walk.” 


- fie fav? 
sis, d5 


RECALL FOR SUBMISSION TO ANTI-PATRIARCHY ZINE 
In issue #5 there was an anti-patriarchy zine calling for submissions. Please do 


not send any submissions to the PO box or the email account . It turns out that 


the person working on this zine is a male who has recently committed rape and 
needs to seriously work on his shit before he could help anyone else with theirs. 


Gordo 
). Your life 


years. Memory 


Alot of articles 


garlic. 


ron collective 


Legal disclaimer 


The content herein does not necessar- 
ily reflect the views of the Sleeping 
Dragon Press (SDP). Nor does SDP 
encourage or discourage people from 
committing illegal acts of rebellion 
against any colonial / patriarchal / neo- 
liberal / capitalist state or any country 
for that matter. 
All material herein is copyrighted by 
SDP or the original author/artist. Re- 
produce freely for any non-profit or 
anti-state purposes but please contact 
SDP prior to doing so. Not to be used 
by any cCorporation/busi 
government agency. Any ato; 
be met by a gang of boot-stompin 
hawks in a dark alley when they are 
least expecting “it” or be invited to a 
blanket party. 
Note: All content is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 








Many thought so when the 
towers fell, once in real life and repeat- 
edly on tv. Now it’s embedded in our 
memories. “Where were you the day 
Elvis died?”, substitute “Elvis died” 
with “towers fell”. I was in the moun- 
tains far away from everything. In the 
morning someone called on the radio- 
phone, “you better turn on the radio, 
there’s some crazy shit happening in 
the world today”. We could only re- 
ceive short wave at night so for the en- 
tire day we speculated. All we heard 
was that the pentagon had been 
bombed and a plane flew into the world 
trade centre. We held in our euphoria 
(revolution!) in the midst of concern 
for the potential dead and disapproval 
of such violent means. That night we 
found out the basic facts, four passen- 
ger planes, two buildings full of people 
and a section of the pentagon. 

It didn’t take long for US for- 
eign policy to come to light, at least in 
the alternative press and radical circles. 
The list of countries bombed, govern- 
ments destroyed, military campaigns for 
questionable causes and such was long 
enough to leave little doubt that those 
responsible in the US were asking for it. 
Since that day many have critiqued, 
analysed, investigated and responded. 
However I returned to the city still reel- 
ing from the event and the media por- 
trayal. Desperate to hear others 
thoughts on the racist induced frenzy 
of misdirected revenge that erupted 
that day and is continuing during the 
bombing of Afghanistan, I started ask- 
ing questions. 

Everyone I talked to had emo- 
tional reactions mixed with a heavy 
shot of shock. CC was amazed that the 
centre of world capitalism was de- 
stroyed before our very eyes. He was 
glued to the tv for a week. Z stopped 
on a street corner in front of a tv to 
watch in disbelief and almost laughed, 
not because it was humorous but as a 
coping mechanism for disaster. To ex- 
plain her reaction she quoted Minnie 
Bruce Pratt, “The shell of my privi- 
lege was broken. The shell 


that had given me a shape in [Ag US dynes SARI ite colt creme Aiens 
the world, held me apart dow MOERSE Fo EER Lamers, 
Arte ewa wort... Om or T 
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from the world, protected 
me from the world. I was 
astonished at the pain. The 
extent of my surprise re- 
vealed the degree of my pro- 
tection.” S felt numb. She 
wrote she “would go insane 
otherwise, because to actually 
feel the horror of 5,000 people 
murdered in less than two 
hours is too much for the hu- 
man body to endure. The 
world is numb. At least those 
in the world who are pulling 
the triggers and those who are 
cheering them on.” 

Those were initial re- 
actions. After the media 
grabbed hold of the complete 
story the reality of retaliation 
looked even worse. 
“Gruesome images, racist, sen- 
sationalized, tacky and insensitive at 
best” was how S described the press 
coverage. Articles about immigrants 
apprehended as “terrorist suspects” 
described them as “Boston cab driv- 
ets”. I feared for all cab drivers of Mid- 
dle Eastern origin or ancestry regardless 
of their religion. It’s a “state of emer- 
gency for immigrants in G7 coun- 
tries” say’s CC. In Canada, according 
to an article in the November 22nd 





Globe and Mail, over 450 have been 
pulled into custody since 09/11. Al- 
though we are aware that the media is 
biased and controlled, we often forget 
that the opinions portrayed in the me- 
dia generally match those of society. 
The media echoes a certain section of 
societies reactions, or is it the other way 
around? 

Z was not surprised when ran- 
dom people started blaming the “other” 
before there was even an idea of who 
had masterminded and executed the 
act. Seeing the undercurrent of racial 
tension surface caused her great sad- 
ness. She pointed out that “so many of 
us ate scared of losing our own protec- 
tion that we can’t reach out and see a 
bigger picture.” This reminds me of 
world war II, when Japanese-canadians 
were confined to internment camps and 
canada turned away boatloads of Jewish 
refugees. S remarks, “in our national 
amnesia we’ve forgotten who massa- 
cred womyn and children in how many 
schools and universities? The white 
supremist that blew up the building in 
Oklahoma — and yet all terrorists are 
dark skinned.” The very history of this 
illegitimate country and the US is one 
of terror for anyone not white. 7 

Along with racism society re- 
acted with fear. CC comments that this 
is the first time, in a long-time, that 
north America has been on the receiv- 
ing end of a military scale attack. “Out 
of fear” CC says, “comes support for 
reactionary measures.” A friend of 
CC’s believes that this is the end of the 
postmodern era, where irony will no 
longer function. Things like “typical 
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movement and the First Nations land 
reoccupations. “Security” has again 
become a hot topic in radical circles. Z 
was worried about the safety of outspo- 
ken and unhidden people like Thobani. 
Reading the responses to Thobani’s 
speech made Z realize her opinion is 
not the majority. A meeting held soon 
after 09/11 attended by S was “good in 
that it brought together activists, young 
and old, white and of colour, and of 
different ideologies to discuss some 
ways in which we can express our- 
selves. Vigils, marches, forums and 
media outreach were organized in less 
than two hours and no one was bogged 
down in ideology. The climate is differ- 
ent now. I wonder how long it will 
last.” It was also at that meeting that 
the community attempted to address 
the real fear that people of colour, par- 
ticularly Sikhs, Arabs and Muslims, 
have of leaving the protection of their 
homes in a post 09/11 Victoria. 

The events validated Z’s feel- 
ing that no civilian death is ever justi- 
fied. “People who didn’t have the same 
opinion as me” says Z “jumped to the 
conclusion that I thought it was okay 
for those people to die because of the 
legacy of the US.” CC came to similar 
conclusion. His beliefs were recon- 
firmed that there are times when insur- 
gents who take up violent means must 
be careful to target those who bare a 
large degree of the responsibility in a 
capitalist infrastructure, for example 
executives and security forces, not non- 
combatant civilians. CC stressed the 
importance of distinguishing the violent 
nature of resistance against indiscrimi- 


protests” and performance art will lose ‘nate violence. = — 


their context in a climate where every- 
thing must be serious or risk not mak- 
ing sense. At a spoken word night in 
Vancouver I experienced this, only the 
serious rant about war and capitalism 
made any sense to me, the drag queen 
comedian was talented but seemed out 
of place in a room full of people 
weighed down with the state of the 
world. S had a similar idea, to her one 
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of “the scariest thing is that there’s little 
room, if any, left for sarcasm. How can 
we possibly go farther than the cyni- 
cism of what is actually being said with 
total conviction.” Then there are those 
like G who are quite adamant that there 
will soon be a civil war in the US. 

Many mentioned fear for 
themselves and others who are in- 
volved in insurgency movements with 
tadical tactics like the anti-globalization 


“Now is the time to surren- 
der or push harder” states CC. “It is 
time to develop strategic thinking and 
modes of clandestinity.” He recom- 


mends “focusing on a serious anti- 
capitalist movement which can defend 
itself against repression. It must be radi- 
cally decentralized and rooted more 
deeply in the elements of society that 
experience exploitation and oppression.” 











Z believes “knowledge is 
power and access to knowledge is 
power.” She’s doing what she can to 
educate herself and becoming empow- 
ered by the truth. What else can she do 
she wonders. ‘The peace movement 
leaves Z sceptical, although curious. 
“We need peace” is a slogan that to her 


SOM. EMENT. Bieri 
Pos egeb. 


TRIR ee ee a I T Te 


is founded on the “idea that we are all 


equal therefore we need the same thing 
rather than, we are all different and 
therefore need different things to be on 
the same ground.” She admits it’s “so 
complex I don’t know what the answer 
is, but I know what it is not, not a mili- 
tary occupation.” Z is someone who is 
active in trying to end the occupation 
of Palestine. Since 09/11 this occupa- 
tion has become more severe. What 
seemed to her as a clear wrong and 
right looks more complex now. She 
calls it “multiple subject positions”. 
That means that she “supports Palestin- 
ian independence but it no longer 
means [she] agrees with everything 
‘they’, which is a problematic term, are 
doing.” Z took a plane shortly after 
09/11. “Airport security isn’t going 
to solve the world’s problems, it has 
been demeaning for a lot of people.” 
There’s a whole new world to the tradi- 
tional fear of flying. No matter how 
purposely one opposes radicalized 
prejudice, in the street, in the cab on 
the way to the airport, as soon as one 
enters security the media fed paranoia 
kicks in. “At airport security everyone 
is looking around, ‘do I see difference?’ 
Who should I be trusting? How am I a 
part of this [paranoia]?” Z took a hard 
look at herself and she asks others to 
do the same, “no activist wants to ad- 
mit that paranoid fear.’ She ended 
with a quote from a professor she had, 
“there will always be racism against 
First Nations because it’s the hearts and 
the minds of the people that need a 
shift.” 

It’s been over two months (at 
the time of the interviews) now. The 
shock has worn off, the horror has sub- 
sided, and the extraordinary has be- 
come everyday. We are in the middle, 
ot possibly the beginnings of a war 
waged against “terrorism” or so the an- 
glo-americans say. CC feels less afraid, 
less swept up in things, in a better posi- 
tion to think things through and make 
appropriate plans. Similarly S is less 
emotionally raw and sees it more 
clearly. It has become obvious 
that there is a long road ahead 
of us. CC cautioned, “large as- 
pects of canadian society, like 
the budget, are leaning towards 
a military state, which is some- 
thing to get our heads around as 
a resistance movement.” He is 
glad to see people still making 
an effort to continue what ex- 
- isted before 09/11. 

“Not that it’s any less impor- 
tant? emphasizes S, with un- 
changed politics. Now she un- 
derstands different levels. “The 
media began by using peoples 
fear to convince them of the 
righteousness of this war. Now 
Osama Bin Laden has been 
transformed into a comic fig- 
"x ure, an abstract Hollywood 
-A character in order to remove 
the realism.” S says it’s “no dif- 
ferent that when the US 
bombed Iraq, Yugoslavia, and 
all the others.” 

Or is it? Is this a world 
wide acceptance of a US led war to 
finally settle the question of who rules 
the world? Is there worldwide accep- 
tance? Is it just another day in a terror- 
ist eat bombs world? These are easy 
questions for me to ask, Pm a white 
‘canadian’ by birth and have the quiet 





of a bomb less sky to think in. 
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Many of the articles in the Reflec- 
tions on June I8th pamphlet repeated al- 
most to the onset of tedium that capitalism 
is a social relation and isn't just to do with 
big banks, corporations or international fi- 
nancial institutions. It's an important point 
and worth making, but "Give up Activism" 
had other fish to fry. 


Therefore the conclusion reached 
by these other articles was the point of de- 
parture for this one. If it is true that capital- 
ism is a social relation based in production 
and in the relations between classes then 
what implications does this have for our ac- 
tivity and for our method of attacking it? 
The basic kernel of the piece and the initial 
idea that inspired the writing of it is the 
"Form and Content" section. It had oc- 
curred to many people that there was 
something a little odd about a "day of action 
against capitalism". The original inspiration 
behind the article was an attempt to pin 
down what it was that made the idea appear 
a little odd, incongruous, contradictory. 


Itseemed there was a similarity be- 
tween the way we were carrying on acting 
like liberal activists campaigning against capi- 
talism as if it was another single issue, an- 
other "cause", and Vaneigem's critique of 
the leftist militant, whose politics consist of 
a set of duties carried out on behalf of an 
external "cause". It is true that the activist 
and the militant share this common factor 
and it is a good point to make, but it is 
about all they have in common. | made the 
mistake of carrying over all the other char- 
acteristics attributed by Vaneigem to "the 
militant" and assigning them also to the ac- 
tivist, when they largely weren't appropri- 
ate. As a result, large sections of “Give up 
Activism" come across as far too harsh and 
as an inaccurate representation of the direct 
action movement. What we do is in general 
not a sterile routine repetition of a few set 


poses. The Situationists' characteristic bile 
was perhaps more appropriate when di- 
rected at leftist party hacks, than as a de- 
scription of the sort of politics involved 
around june [8th. The self-sacrifice, the 
martyrdom and guilt that Vaneigem identi- 
fied as central to the politics of "the mili- 
tant" is much less a feature of direct action 
politics. 


As has been very neatly drawn out 
by an excellent critique in the American 
publication The Bad Days Will End!, (1) the 
original idea that motivated the writing of 
the article and this rehashing of Vaneigem, 
translating the critique of the leftist 
"militant" into that of the liberal "activist", 
are incongruously roped together to pro- 
duce an article which is an unwieldy amal- 
gam of the objective (what social situation 
are we in? What forms of action are appro- 
priate?) and the subjective (Why do we feel 
like activists? Why do we have this mental- 
ity? Can we change our way of thinking?). It 
is not so much that the subjective aspect of 
activism is emphasised over the objective, 
but rather more that the very real problems 
that are identified with acting as activists 
come to be seen to be mere products of 
having this “activist mentality". "Give up Ac- 
tivism" can then be read such that it seems 
to reverse cause and effect and to imply 
that if we simply "give up" this mental role 
then the objective conditions will change 
too: 


[Give up Activism's] greatest weakness is 
this one-sided emphasis on the 
"subjective" side of the social phenome- 
non of activism. The emphasis points to an 
obvious conclusion implicit throughout 
[the] argument: If activism is a mental atti- 
tude or "role", it may be changed, as one 
changes one's mind, or thrown off, like a 
mask or a costume The implication is 
clear: cease to cling, let go of the role, 
"give up activism", and a significant impedi- 









“Give up Activism was not 


intended to be an article about 
or an exercise in radical therapy. 


The main intention of the arti- 
cle, however inexpertly exe- 
cuted, was always to think 
about our collective activity, 


what we are doing and how we 


might do it better.” 


ment to the desired change will be re- 
moved. (2) 

The article was of course never proposing 
that we could simply think ourselves out 
of the problem. It was intended merely to 
suggest that we might be able to remove 
an impediment and an illusion about our 
situation as one step towards challenging 
that situation, and from that point we 
might start to discover a more effective 
and more appropriate way of acting. 


It is now clear that the slipshod 
hitching of Vaneigem to an enquiry into 
what it was that was incongruous and odd 
in having a one-day action against capitalism 
was an error, prompted by an over-hasty 
appropriation of Situationist ideas, without 
considering how much of a c 
there really was between them and the 


original idea behind the piece. The theory of 


roles is perhaps the weakest part of 
Vaneigem's ideas, and as Gilles Dauve says 
in his Critique of the Situationist Inte 
"Vaneigem was the- e of the SI, 
the one which reveals all its weaknesses". 
(3) The sort of degeneration that Situation- 
ist ideas underwent after the disintegration 
of the SI in 1968 took the worst elements 
of Vaneigem's "radical subjectivity" as their 
starting point, in the poorest examples ef- 
fectively degenerating into bourgeois indi- 
vidualism. That it is this element of Situa- 
tionist thought that has proven the most 
easily recuperable should give us pause for 
thought before too-readily taking it on 
board. 


Revolution in Your Head 


This over-emphasis in "Give up Ac- 
tivism" on the theory of roles and on the 
subjective side of things has led some peo- 
ple to fail to recognise the original impetus 
behind the piece. This starting point and 
presupposition was perhaps not made clear 
enough, because some people seem to have 
assumed that the purpose of the article is to 
make some kind of point concerning individ- 
ual psychological health. "Give up Activism" 
was not intended to be an article about or 
an exercise in radical therapy. The main in- 
tention of the article, however inexpertly 
executed, was always to think about our 
collective activity, what we are doing and 
how we might do it better. 


However, there was a point to the 
“subjectivism" of the main part of the article. 
The reason why "Give up Activism" was so 
concerned with our ideas and our mental 


( Continued on page 10) 





One: The New Outlaw 





Lawrence Ytzhak Braithwaite 


Author John Rechy once 
referred to those who practice 
same sex love and expression as 

“sexual outlaw (s)”. Homosexual- 
ity then makes an affiliation with 
social and political outlaw cul- 
ture. It was, like most movements 
of the time, one based on looking 
out instead of the constant in- 
aoe ee 60's a 70's sex- 
ual politics was more involved 
and concerned with the collective 


well being of a new society based | 


on knowledge and liberation, 


than it was with acceptance, 


power and physical gratification. 


As society became more con- 


sumer orientated all this changed 
quickly. Homosexuality becomes 
acceptable, calling itself an iden- 
tity, a community, "Gay culture” 
and then "Queer culture" and, 
once again, back to the word 
"Gay". The issues abandoned lib- 


eration, knowledge and solidar- : 
ity. “What came to replace them 
was a self centred identity based © 


on sex and power and the fulfil- 
ment of those desires at all cost. In 


contemporary pop“ culture that’s | 


called itt gout dick’. The 





of sexual identity « down to “a gay : 


in 1 New xy ork i is just a f a agi in L A.” „` scouts and inter-generationl rela- 


-= tionships (pedophilia) and not- — 





ee. 


Rage”, made a comment about 


caring about issues outside of © 


your own like the nonsense of 
lowering school budgets in favour 
of building more prisons and con- 


dos, or exploitation of people in — 
general — all that slavery shit — 


it’s not enough to be a member of 
the Black, Brown or White 


crowd ? Straight, Gay or Bi, but to 


also ask, before offering your 


name and possibly compromising _ 
your ethics to a cause, “what's — 


your stance on capitalism, Pales- 
tine, poverty and social injus- 
tice?” The answer today would 
be, “not much. It’s got nothing to 
do with sex, power and fineass 


bodies.” 


The concern of our bredreen and 
sistren in struggle would seem all 


a bit more important than where a- 


body will be spending gay pride 


or how nobody understands your 
_ bisexuality. Once the concern was- 


to protect youth from the seduc- 
tion of same sex expressions of af- 
fection. This was based on misin- 
terpretation and trifling issues of 
Western religious thinking. How- 
ever, now, with the agenda of the 






SRS 


concentrate on power and accep- 
tance at anyone's cost (down to 
an overwhelming vote for Alli- 
ance) what we should concern 
ourselves with is not the sexual 
seduction of folk of any age, but 
the disassociation from the 
events, struggles and concerns of 
the world as whole. 


Most communities are built on ex- 
clusion. For this reason they have 
nothing better to do than play out 


rolls of power and domination- 
over the underprivileged for the 


sake of economic slavery, a quick 
bump in the night and one more 
step toward gentrification. What 
is it when the only place for visi- 
ble minorities and poor whites, in 
most communities, is that of turn- 


ing themselves into a commodity- 


for bored middle-classes and all 


their backers. What is it when 


poor folk are criminalized? What 


-~ - 2s it when the major concern of a — 
Rolling Stones leveled the issues ~ Gay community is that of mar- 
riage, images in Hollywood, boy — 
— der these definitions, being an 
“outlaw” ‘is something ; you could | 


| wear with a lpt; more honour and 


Let me oe it dono. as ah fe poverty, — homelessness, global — 


~ war and the fact that most people $ 


is it when art degenerates into 


autobiography, politically correct 


biography, image and issues per- 
petual sexual gratification? 


It’s called decadence. It’s catering | 
to the physical and mental propa- 





; ganda and an agenda. The preoc- 


cupation of the ee or arti- 


fice over content is a carte — 


blanche for fascism. 


The over hype of “homophobia” 


is evidence of the disassociation 
of the Gay community with soci- 
ety as a whole. Apply Spike Lee's 
comments to this context: “If ho- 
mosexuals don't think that people 


call them fags then they're just | 


plain stupid.” 


We have a senera or who have- 
moved away from seeing homo- 


Gay c community, -as 1S.. ase _ sexuality as a sexual act and have 


Withemode communities, “being to looked upon it as a general lack of 


character with issues focused on 
the trifling. So what is “fag” and/ 
or “gay” now? — a people or an 
event which is considered useless 
and inane. The best bet would be 
to stop thinking in terms of ra- 
cism and homophobia and to start 
to concentrate on the dangers of 
supremacy. | 


We have to turn away from iden- 


tity politics and all the main- 
stream definitions and codes of 
manner which come along with 


them. It’s best to attempt to- 
achieve a new consciousness. 


Each one should start to look at 
each one for the content of our 
character instead of the label they 
have placed upon themselves. 
Each one should start sharing 
knowledge and fighting igno- 


rance no matter what click wi 
run with. 


Rou a Trade. once sang that i : 


would “give it all and more for a 
. sexual outlaw”. Most times, un- 


o self Ep 





eate 


poet and teacher June Jordan, in — — oe 
the > documentary “A Place “of — = can n barely fe feed themselves? a a = . a 
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UAE LEECO aA L Ase OEA A U K0) A ame ©) Over their land. In many protected areas un- 


der the jurisdiction of the BC or kkkanadian gov- 
ernment, Native people are denied their right to 


A critical look at the proclaimed victory in "BC's" rainforests 


we... 


On April 4th, 2001, the "Great Bear Rain- 
forest Agreement” was proclaimed by government, 
industry, big enviros (Greenpeace, Sierra Club BC, 
Forest Ethics and RAN), and a select few First Na- 
tions Band Council representatives and community 
members. The media, government and enviros pro- 
claimed victory for "BC's" rainforests and an end to 
the"War in the Woods." But is this really a victory 
for "BC's" rainforests? In short, NO. Was it a vic- 
tory for the marketing and PR campaigns of govern- 
ment, industry and big enviros? YES! Once again, 
we see industry, the state, and a few professional 
enviros negotiating behind closed doors, deciding 
the fate of unceded Native land and pristine wilder- 
ness. 


First, a little background. What is the "Great Bear 
Rainforest"? It is a name invented by environmental 
groups working to "protect" the temperate rainfor- 
est on the central and north coast of "BC", because 
they thought it was a catchy name and would attract 
people to the campaign. This land is unceded Native 
territory and is the largest contiguous temperate 
rainforest in the world, home to Grizzly bears, the 
Kermode (or Spirit) Bear, Wolves, Salmon, Eagles 
and many other endangered and threatened species. 
For the past 100 years, logging companies have rav- 
aged the coast, obtaining tenure from the govern- 
ment to log on Native land. 

The "Great Bear Rainforest Agreement" came out 
of the CCLCRMP (Central Coast Land & Coastal 
Resource Management Plan) and other negotiations, 
which were government processes to attempt to 
solve land and resource disputes and negotiate be- 
tween big enviros and the logging industry. It was a 
5 year long process and is still continuing until all of 
the decisions from this agreement are implemented. 
Despite what the greenwashed marketing spin said, 
the announcement on April 4th, was not a final de- 
cision or agreement, but was simply the announce- 
ment of a new stage of regional land use decisions. 








The agreement established different "protection" 
strategies: it established 19 "protection" areas 
(which is a vague, not well defined protection 
status), put 69 pristine valleys under a l-2 year 
moratorium until government and industry deter- 
mine "ecosystem based logging plans," and desig- 
nated other areas as First Nations lead areas (where 
supposedly band councils and in certain cases, He- 
reditary Chiefs, are to decide what happens on their 
land). In exchange, the 4 enviro groups signing the 
deal were to call off their Great Bear Rainforest 
campaigns, particularly their markets campaign 
(which had been somewhat successful at cancelling 
some contracts for "BC" wood). 


One of the primary problems ( of many ) with this 
deal is that it does not recognize the inherent juris- 
diction of Native people on the coast over their tra- 
ditional territories. 97% of "BC" is unceded Native 
territory, meaning that no treaty has been signed 
giving the Government of BC or kkkanada legal ju- 
risdiction over these lands. The Great Bear Rainfor- 
est Agreement continues the tradition of genocide 
through land theft and denying Native people con- 
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use their land for fishing, hunting, edible and me- 
dicinal plant gathering, and other cultural uses. It 
is particularly appalling ( but not surprising ) to see 
the enviros committing this act of genocide and le- 
gitimizing land theft. Greenpeace, for example, has 
signed numerous protocols with the Nuxalk Nation 
House of Smayusta and the Hereditary Chiefs it 
represents ( whose territory is around Bella Coola 
on the Central Coast ) stating that they will not 
make any decisions on Nuxalk land nor speak on 
behalf of the Nuxalk about their territory. Green- 
peace and others have sponsored tours for Nuxalk 
Chiefs and people around Europe, the States, and 
Japan. Only two months prior to signing this agree- 
ment, Greenpeace had just signed a renewed proto- 
col agreement, but they quickly forgot it and went 
behind the Nuxalk Nation to broker this deal. By 
signing this agreement, Greenpeace and the other 
enviros have shown that the sovereignty and culture 
of indigenous peoples is less important than these 
groups' environmental agendas. 


This agreement works to cement control of multi- 
national logging corporations over the forests. Now 
that the enviros have given the Green Stamp, the 
BC forest industry can claim around the world, 


SB "We've changed, we're doing things differently, 
# we're environmentally friendly." Which is a bunch 


The Annual Allowable Cut on the coast will only be 
educed |5% in the short term and that reduction 


© will most likely be made up elsewhere, in the Inte- 
Me rior and the Northern Boreal forests, where there 


is less vocal opposition to logging. Clearcut logging 


= in old growth forests is still the predominant logging 


mae method in "BC" ( not that their supposed alterna- 













į tives, partial cuts and variable retention, are much 
“i different ). Multinational corporations, such as 
Weyerhauser, Interfor, Western Forest Products 


and West Fraser, still control the majority of forest 


tenure. By signing this deal, the big enviros have ef- 


(Continued on page 9) 









From the Frontlines of Kanada 
Updates on Indigenous Struggles 





-o for lke’ of e: but when handed over r to Canada hes was sreused as 
The Monard a and oe Dene. Suline of fla Le: are not backing well. Neither country, will recognize him as a citizen. Without a SIN num- 
down in their fight against the Kanadian government over their traditional _ ber, or birth certificate on countries ~ he doesn't r have the proper 
territory. On November 26th, the Montgrand's and the Dene Suline _ documents. - 
were to meet with the Ministry of Environment (MOE) and the Premier of As 2 sovereign native, Wolf doesn’t recognize the borders of either n na- 
Saskatchwan. The Premier did not show up and the MOE once again did tion, and admits he isn't a citizen or registered native of Canada. Canada 
not produce documentation of a tegali title to the Clearwater River Frovin- _ refuses his right to be with his family, and in his home where he has been 
So living and working as a teacher for the last nine years. The immigration 
ir act says only three classes of people will be admitted into Canada: Cana- 


dan citizens, permanent residents, or people registered under the Indian 
u Act. Lisa Big Eagle, Wolfs wife, says she'll ask the assembly « of First Na- 
sown the white: water. ano on their river. The situation here ie be- - tions to intervene to protect her husband, who is not alone in the fight 


come d tense with the RCMP SOE little s rega 
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> V L what IS ne g on 
ns r for more info contact: — 
Dene Suline of Cold Lake, Box 8497 — 
_ Cold Lake, “AB”, Dene Suline Territory TOM 1M2 
— —- La 780-812-0306 Phone: 780-639-4952 — - -o 
Bum: Church — Ce 
The Mi'kmaq people of Burne Church : are aeee to protect hee peo 
ple’s ancient inherent right to fish and have utterly rejected any and all of the 
Canadian governments attempts to “legally” extinguish their rights and free- 
doms through ‘ ‘agreements’. The 2001 Mi'kmaq Treaty Conflict resulted ina 
large deployment of government forces to wipe out the Mies fishery by 
use of averwhelming force. S : 
The government has deployed up to 40% more Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans officers and vessels, a larger RCMP presence, a purposely built RCMP 
Operational Center just off their reserve and twice as many paramilitary 
Emergency Response Teams. The government has taken over the nearby 
wharf and surrounded their reserve with RCMP vehicles. Burnt Church has 
few boats, no available funds, and are closed off by large daily government pa- te vif Le ae 
trols. Despite all of this the Mi'kmaq have stood up, resisted and defended St fk Ee Bay 
their rights and freedoms and continue to do so to this by -o a Sa ee R Ld ae 
To give donations or for more information contact: = : SiS E 
James Ward, Commander, East Coast Warriors Society. (506):776-5629 
Please make anyi fi nancial contributions payable | to: ] — - — 
-o Burnt Church Treaty Defense Fund, - -o 
-~ _ Bank of Nova Scotia, | _ 
139 9 Henry St, Miami h NB, 'EIV-2N5 : 
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“Direct Action: Memoirs of an Urban Auewilla 





Editor’s note: Ann Hansen’s quotes highlighted in 
the boxes are from a conversation with Peter 
Steven. 


“They took up direct action not because 
they couldn't control their rage, but as part 
of a long term strategy to build a revolution- 
ary movement that would be beyond the 
control of corporations and the state." 


- Anne Hansen on the anarchist community 
of the 70s & 80s. 


There is no question that North American left 
& anarchist movements are facing a serious cri- 
sis in coming to terms with not only responding 
to our state's imperialist war in the Middle East, 
but to the economic downturn providing our 
governments with the excuse to cut fast and 
hard at the services that hold together. our 
fraying social safety net. Global social and envi- 
ronmental crisis is deepening rapidly, and while 
there are openings~for.. change, | progressive 
movements do not seem to”have the maturity 
or strength to seize them effectively. At the 
same time, the past decade has seen a rise in 
militant (non-violent) direct.action tactics being 
used by earth and animal liberationists and 


some social justice activists. The violence of 


capitalism is answered by. actions ‘that affect the 


financial operations and security of the corpo- 


rations that grow on the misery of paipals: 
people and the arth. =. : 


In this context, Anne Bahsbnk new bóp 
“Direct Action: Mreqioirs of an Urban Gusrrilgà 






for rg -gotte n) guerrilla di 


Action (dubbed the Squamish 5-by the ‘press 
after their arrests) - *the* radical East Vancou- 


eid of the- ry ign’ Anti-war, iP pron pravigos the most im oie account: of 


safety and freedom. 


Fuelled by radical politics and a frustration /at-an 


the lack of social progress possible through 
"legal" activist channels, the five individuals 






and corporate offices responsible for HE, 


ing fish habitat in Nisga'a territory, the group 
quickly moved ahead to more notable targets 
and tactics. 





By the time they were arrested, members of 
Direct Action had been involved in several 
small robberies, the bombing of the Dunsmuir- 
Cheekeye Hydro substation under construc- 
tion, the bombing of Litton Industries plant in 
Ontario (responsible for part production in the 
construction of cruise missiles), and the fire 
bombings of three Red Hot Video stores in the 
Lower Mainland (claimed by the Wimmin's Fire 
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And tt rough additional fictional’ : 
action groups: “‘Her-tale is the history of Direc- 


rhe book such an engaging read Ber Be for / 
| i only the events, but the emotions, fraton i 
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Brigade). Although all their actions were in- 
tended as non-violent (damaging only property, 
not human or animal lives), the Litton bombing 
did injure several people due to both judge- 
ment errors made by both Direct Action and 
the security officers at the plant. 





In-örder to carry out actions undetected, they 
went underground, teaching themselves how to 
obtain false ID, how to boost dynamite from 
logging operations, and amassing a small weap- 


ons arsenal that they trained to use. For altin- © 
tents, they intended to wage war on industries k 


polluting the environment, dividing. ċommuni- 
ties, and creating the mechanisms of death. — 


scenes where discussions are replayed that do 
not contribute to the overall telling. 


In addition, composite characters Hansen cre- 
ates in order to provide a face and voice to the 
cops and some of the liberal peace movement 
(Wayne Fraser and Rose Gibalter), seem stilted 
and unrealistic when held up to the stronger 
portraits that Hansen paints of her comrades, 
which makes for an uneven read. The mix of 
memoir and fiction is also a risky move as it can 
endanger the reader's ability to extract the ac- 
tual events from the created. It is obvious that 
Hansen employed this technique in an attempt 
to give a more complete picture from all sides, 
which it does to some degree, even if flawed. 


‘term sabotage 
strategic action, 


not mply a Meher. or lashing 
out in frustration l don't Es with ter- 


Hansen, one of the group's originators, andthe . . r P 


one who received the longest jail sentence RT, 
-their actions, 
» action planning and tactics, but al of thes in- 


ternal dynamics and political development ‘of 
their underground cell. Hansen details her own 
inner. -conflict between living within social 
IS 2 and living for what she tru uly, e 





vents, she 
attempts to draw out motivations of other 
characters involved in their case including main- 
stream activists and the police. Although this 


omen te aan. 





practice and security culture in undertaking Ñ 
guerrilla actions effectively and safely. 


As is often the case in memoirs, the limitations 
in this book stem from a lack of editing down 
to crucial information. Often Hansen gets into 
infinite detail that isn't necessary to under- 
standing the story or her point. This gets worse 
in the sections for which she had extensive po- 
lice surveillance notes and wire-tap transcripts 
to draw from (which occurs in the last chapters 
of the book, right before the arrest of Direct 
Action). Because she is able to use their sur- 
veillance transcripts, Hansen does so liberally, 
quoting conversations on the minutiae of a 
planned robbery in detail. This becomes a bit 
tedious near the end, since there are several 


in. 


|o in pngouraging activist - communities today. 


does not pig people, 
will often drive t th ania = 





Overall, this book is a worthwhile read for any- 
one interested in the history and tactics of one 
of Canada's most notorious direct action 
groups. The best aspect of this book is the fact 
„ that Hansen remains unapologetic for her ac- 
tions to this day. Rather than distancing herself 
', from her past, Hansen accepts it and also her 















By zig-zag 


‘Ultimately, neo-liberalism is going to cause social chaos 

in all nations, an international chaos which is going to in- 

crease the number of nations in conflict.’ 
Subcommandante Marcos, EZLN 


Among the many lessons to be drawn from the events of 
9-11 is that the world can change in a day. What should con- 
cern us now is the nature of this change & the potential for 
ever-greater conflict and repression in the years to.come. 

The immediate effects of 9-11 have been the “War on 
Terrorism’, consisting of military attacks against Afghanistan 
and the establishment of a National Security state armed with 
new powers, new anti-terrorist laws, and greatly expanded re- 
sources. While 9-11 may have come as a shock, the essential 
characteristics of the National Security state have been seen for 
some time now. 

In his 1995 book Globalization and the Decline of Social Reform, 
Gary Teeple observed that: 


As neo-liberal policies have come to be adopted across 
the industrial nations, as they have started the process of 
dismantling the Welfare State and downsizing the size and 
role of government, one clear countertendency stands out — 
the expansion of coercive social control in almost every 
country.... 

The political dilemma for capital is how to main- 
tain the trappings of democracy in the West, as crucial to 
social control, while economic inequality and long-term un- 
employment increase, chronic decline of living standards sets 
in, and the powers of national and local governments de- 
cline.... 

The future of social control, given the declining 
legitimacy of government and growing unemployment, is al- 
most certainly going to rest increasingly on forms of state 
coercion. (Teeple, p!22-9) 


The dismantling of the Welfare State, with its origins in 
the post-World War 2 economic boom, had already begun by 
the late 1970s, and was fully underway by the ‘80s. At the same 
time there began an increasing trend towards repression, in- 
cluding the militarization of police forces, prison expansion, 
and a growth in security industries. 

Throughout the “90s these trends continued and corre- 
sponded to a renewal of resistance & rebellion, beginning most 
notably with the Crisis of 1990, when over 4,500 Canadian sol- 
diers were deployed against Indigenous people; the Los Ange- 
les Rebellion of “92, with major riots throughout the US involv- 
ing the deployment of National Guard units; the 1995 confron- 
tations between Indigenous people & heavily-armed police at 
Gustafsen Lake and Ipperwash; and culminating in the 1999 
anti-WTO riots in Seattle, where the imagery of riot police & 
tear gas came to be associated with Globalization itself (and 
which contributed to a growing anti-globalization resistance 
throughout the G-7 nations, accompanied by an escalation in 
use of force, including police opening fire on demonstrators in 
W. Europe 2001). 

These flashpoints have occurred amidst an ongoing de- 
cline in living standards for the most excluded & marginalized, 
even while other sectors benefited immensely from a decade of 
economic expansion & neo-liberalism (i.e., NAFTA). 

Today, the impact of 9-11 has furthered ongoing eco- 
nomic decline in the US (and therefore the world). In the fall of 
2000, the US was hit by rising energy costs and the collapse of 
hi-tech stocks. The results were massive layoffs in various in- 
dustries, including car production, metal, and electrical. 

Following 9-11 & the destruction of a centre of the world 
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financial system (the WTC), the US saw even sharper decline; 


in October 2001 there were 415,000 job losses. Airlines, insur- 
ance corporations, & tourism related industries have declined, 
as have overall production & consumerism. This negative im- 
pact has spread to other economies, including Canada. 

On Halloween, Oct 31/01, the Canadian dollar fell to'an 
all-time low of 62 cents US. In November, Canada 3000, the sec- 
ond largest airline in Canada, declared bankruptcy. These and 
other job losses reflect the negative impacts of a declining US 
economy & increased security measures affecting transporta- 
tion and Canadian exports to the US (initiating new debates on 
a single N. American currency, along with the establishment of 
a N. American ‘security perimeter’). 

Despite cuts in interest rates, despite pumping more 
money into the economy, despite measures to restore consumer 
confidence and campaigns to increase consumerism (a 
“patriotic” duty), economists predict the economic situation to 
worsen. 

As billions of dollars are redirected to national security 
and the War on Terrorism, social services are being cut even 
more, including cuts to welfare, low-income housing, health- 
care, public transit, and minimum wage levels (as has occurred 
in BC). The primary areas where economic growth is expected 
are those involved in military and security industries 
(including prisons). These new developments make Teeple’s 
analysis especially relevant, for they signal that the “long-term 
unemployment [and] chronic decline of living standards” is 
now set to expend and deepen. 

“Today, technology has vastly expanded the capabilities 
for surveillance, repression, and control. Just as technology has 
been a driving force behind globalization, it is also used as a 
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means of repressing those sec- 
tors which resist and/or 
which have no place in the 
new economic order. 

Mass-media & commu- 
nications systems (TV, cable, 
fibre-optics, internet, fax, cel- 
lular, etc.), computer systems, 
bank & credit cards, CCTV/ 
video surveillance, electronic 
surveillance, satellites, night- 
vision, personal identifica- 
tion/smart cards, etc., have 
greatly expanded the overall 
capabilities of the state/ 
security forces to identify, lo- 
cate, track, monitor, and con- 
trol radical social elements & 
persons. 

When reviewing the 
pattern & trends of state con- 
trol & repression since the 
1970s, the role of technology, 
along with the effects of 9-11, 
it is clear that we are entering 
a new phase in the evolution 
towards total social control. 


Corporate Fascism & Global- 
ization 

By definition, fascism 
is a form of government in 
“which property is privately 
owned, but in which all indus- 


try and labour are regulated 
by a strong national govern- 
ment, in which all opposition 


is rigorously sup- 
pressed.” (Gage Canadian Dic- 
tionary, p440) 


Historically, fascism 
was the result of economic cri- 
ses which required state inter- 
vention to control & repress 
the population (i.e., Italy, Ger- 
many, & Japan in the 1920s 
and ‘30s). It was a means of 
destroying rebellious move- 
ments internally, while 
launching wars of expansion. 
For these reasons fascism has 
an inherent tendency towards 
militarization and national se- 
curity. 

Today, globalization 
has established a form of 
global governance which re- 
flects essential characteristics 
of fascism. Under such a 
model, the national state is re- 
sponsible for control & repres- 
sion at a domestic level, while 
regulations & policies are es- 
tablished through interna- 
tional bodies (i.e., the G-7, the 
UN, WTO, etc.). 

The purpose of these 
national & international forms 
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of governance are to create the most favourable conditions for 
capitalism (i.e., to regulate industry, labour, & trade), while 
suppressing opposition both domestically as well as interna- 
tionally. On a global level, the military forces of the US, NATO, 
& UN Peacekeepers are used to enforce compliance on national 
governments & populations, and to ensure continued access to 
resources & markets. 

This form of control & governance has been referred to 
as corporate fascism. 

Today, the US is the only nation on earth capable of en- 
forcing its will on a global level, in the interests of transnational 
capital (based primarily in the US and its allies in the G-7). 
Through its vast military forces, including aircraft carriers,, 
long-range bombers & missiles, air-to-air refuelling tankers, 
marine forces, and airborne divisions, the US is able to project 
its military strength to every region of the globe. 

US expansion ,occurs not only through military means 
but also economically. NAFTA and the proposed Free Trade 
Agreement of the Americas (FTAA) are forms of US expansion, 
as is US corporate control of resource industries in Canada 
(facilitated through NAFTA). 

Domestically the US has seen an increased trend to- 
wards a police state, arising from the ‘War on Drugs’ of the ‘80s 
and ‘90s, along with new anti-terrorist laws (i.e., following the 
Okalahoma City Bombing). These and other examples have 
greatly expanded police power & militarization. Many US gov- 
ernment departments now have their own SWAT teams (i.e., 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service, the Bureau of Housing, Drug En- 
forcement Agency, etc.), as do all cities, counties, and towns 
with population over 50,000. In 2001, the US prison population 
reached 2 million with the highest rate of imprisonment per 
capita in the world. 

As a result of 9-11 this police state has been extended 
through a Homeland Defense agency and the new USA Patriot 
Act, along with military occupation of transportation facilities 
including airports. Just as in Nazi Germany, the ideological 


| control of the population has created an overall consensus from 
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n that such measures are necessary. | 

While Nazi Germany sought to establish itself as a 
global power during World War 2, the US already dominates 
the international economic, political, and military system. In 
fact, the IMF, World Bank, and United Nations were all set up 
after World War 2, primarily by the US (the only nation then 
capable of establishing such institutions). It is this international 
form of governance which facilitates the process of globaliza- 
tion, including the establishment of a global system of control 
& repression. 

This was reflected in the emergency G-20, IMF, and 
World Bank Summit held in Ottawa., November 16-17, 2001. 
Meeting under the theme of Globalization, Terrorism and the 
Global Economy., the G-20 summit called for new levels of in- 
ternational cooperation and coordination. The meeting was 
used to further the adoption of UN resolutions against terror- 
ism, including special emphasis on financial security & terrorist 
funding. All 183 members of the IMF agreed to the G-20 ‘action 
plan and set a deadline of February, 1/02 for implementation. 

All of this underscores the symbiotic relationship be- 
tween corporate expansion, global governance, and the Na- 
tional Security state, the results of which are global corporate 
fascism. This fascist system is based in the G-7, and the centre 


| of it is the United States of America. 


Although we sit and watch these developments seem- 
ingly powerless to stop them, it is the uncertainty & conflict of 
the future which should give us hope. For out of uncertainty 
and conflict arises change and the potential for rebellion. This is 
seen throughout history, and is well understood by the ruling 
class. Based on their own analysis of the future, the rulers are 
clearly preparing for ever-greater social conflict. 


Canada: Anti-Terrorism Act | 

The declared strategy of the US- led War on Terror is to 
target the Command, Communications, and Control (C3) of the 
‘terrorist network’, as well as its infrastructure & resources. A 
vital part of this is the identification & location of persons in- 
volved. This overall strategy is also reflected in new “anti- 
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been described as a “massive 171-page whose actions meet the defini- 


bill” with 146 new provisions and nu- tion of terrorism as “terrorist 


merous changes to existing legislation. groups.” This definition and des- 
The proposed Bill, expected to be ignation forms the basis for new 
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easier to remove or deny charitable status to 
those who support terrorist groups through 
changes to the Income Tax Act. 

New offences are also included as part of 
changes to the Official Secrets Act to “counter in- 
telligence-gathering” and unauthorized commu- 
nication of special information, along with a 
‘preparatory acts’ offence, which would make it 
illegal to prepare to commit any of the above acts. 
Its new title will be Security of Information Act. 


e The Canada Evidence Act will also be amended to 
“ensure protection of classified information” from being 
disclosed in court. The effect of these changes will be to 
severely limit access to government information under 
the guise of national security. 


Other important changes to the Criminal 
Code will include: 


e the ability to force individuals with relevant information 
_..to.an ongoing investigation of.a terrorist crime to ap- 
pear before a special court to disclose that information. 

< a new preventative arrest power, and the ability-to i 

hy *„ pose conditions for release (suspects can be field up to 

E | Thbeurs, without being charged and Without access to 
| legal counsél), ae 
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supporting, or wearing the uniform of a banned organization. 
Any action taken for the benefit of a banned organization is 
automatically deemed terrorist, including speaking at a meet- 
ing at which a member of a banned organization also speaks. 
All these offences carry a potential 10 year prison sentence. 

Fundraising for a banned organization and the ability 
to seize such funds and property are also covered in this Act. 

Security forces are given greater powers to impose cor- 
dons and to perform searches of property. Their ability to stop 
and search people is expanded, and the new law reduces a 
person's rights on arrest. Police can hold a person for up to 
seven days, and for two days without access to a lawyer. 


Northern Ireland 

While the UK is one of the more advanced national se- 
curity states with widespread CCTV video surveillance of 
public space & streets, computerized data systems and riot 
control techniques, most of its repressive functions were first 
developed in Northern Ireland. 

“Plastic bullets, CS gas, riot shields, armoured person- 
nel carriers, water cannons, and roadblocks have all been pi- 
loted first in the six counties before being imported to the Brit- 
ish mainland. And the new Terrorism Act is no exception - 
what was originally temporary legislation to deal with ‘the 
troubles’ is now being made permanent and being extended to 
cover a wider range of people” (“State of Terror,” Do or Die, 
No. 9, p.55). 

The new UK Terrorism Act replaces both the 1974 Pre- 
vention of Terrorism Act (PTA) and the 1973 N. Ireland Act. The 
PTA was enacted by the Labour Party as a “short-term” emer- 
gency measure, but successive governments retained it. 

Over the past 25 years, these two acts have led to wide- 
spread human rights abuse in the UK, imprisoning innocent 
people and detaining thousands of mainly Irish people. 

While held for up to 7 days under the PTA, those de- 
tained were routinely tortured Rte beatings and sleep 


_ Geprivat ie Deing in ppeeies, Some broke down and 
signed confessions or made: tater nents ag rainst othe y 
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Among the first to be ditis and convicted under the PTA 

was Paul Hill of the Guildford 4, who was wrongly jailed for a 
bombing and imprisoned for 15 years. 

Despite this (and other cases such as the Birmingham 

Six), the vast majority of people stopped and searched, de- 

tained, etc. were eventually released without charge. Less than 

7% of the 5,000 people arrested in the first 7 years of the PTA 






were even charged, let alone convicted. 

“Despite what the government said at the time, the 
original PTA was not intended to convict people or prevent 
bombings. It was intended to prevent the Irish community in 
Britain from expressing support for a united Ireland. This new 
Terrorism Act will likely be used in a similar way - they will 
use the stop and search powers of the new Act for ‘dragnet’ 
low-level intelligence gathering - and general intimidation 
and harassment. Leon Britain, the former Home Secretary, said 
as much of the old PTA in 1985. ‘The objective of the exercise 
is not just to secure convictions but to secure information.’ 

“The other primary aim of the (PTA) was clear. Terror- 
ize the non-political population - mothers & fathers, aunts & 
uncles... and you destabilize and marginalize the political 
movement, because ‘ordinary’ people will distance them- 
selves... or worse, they will betray friends they think are in- 
volved.” (Do or Die, No. 9 p.56) 


Germany 

In Germany, section 128a is the main anti-terrorism law 
and deals with formation of terrorist groups and support. It 
was passed in 1976 during a time of urban guerrilla struggle, 
and is today used to criminalize and attack all radical opposi- 
tion, including Kurdish groups, squatters, anti-nuclear, anti- 
fascist, and anarchist. 

“Organizing a public discussion, printing hunger strike 
communiqués (by political prisoners) or demanding that they 
be granted the status of political prisoners all became the 
crime of “supporting terrorism.” In fact, of the 3000 investiga- 
tions from 1980-88, almost 90% referred to support, not mem- 
bership, of a terrorist organization.... The conditions of public 
political discussion was substantially affected by the almost 
permanent legal hassle the radical press faced when dealing 
with militant actions, prison, hunger strikes, and so on. 

“Only 3% of all investigations in the 1990s led to con- 
victions - in other words, 129a was simply used to get a better 
picture of political scenes and intimidate them by tapping 
phones, raiding apartments & offices or social centres.” (Do or. 
Die, No.9 p. 57) 





In reviewing the use of anti-terrorist laws in the UK, 
Northern Ireland, and Germany, it’s clear their primary use is 
for intelligence gathering, the basis of all counter-insurgency 
operations. 

Other uses are to intimidate, disrupt and harass indi- 
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viduals, groups, and movements, as well as to isolate and 
marginalize the movements from the general population. 

It is the potential of isolation of a group that is most 
dangerous. Once a group or movement is defined as 
“terrorist”, and if this label is successfully attached, it lays the 
groundwork for greater repression, including imprisonment 
and even deadly force. 

In the process of criminalizing a movement by attach- 
ing the terrorist label, the corporate mass media is an essential 
tool used by the government and its security forces. 

“the power to name, label, and define terrorism is es- 
pecially relevant... since terrorism is so distant and beyond 
the average person's experience. It is a case... where the me- 
dia wield exceptional power over popular conceptions of real- 
ity” (Farmen- “Terrorism and the Mass Media: A Systemic 
Analysis of a Symbiotic Process.” Terrorism,. Ed. Connor 
Gearty, p. 103). 


Effective Responses to Anti-Terrorist Laws 

The UK’s Terrorism Act 2000 replaces the Criminal Jus- 
tice Act (CJA) of 1994. While still under debate as a Bill, vari- 
ous social movements began a campaign to have it defeated. 
In this case, because the CJA so clearly affected a diverse 
number of movements (i.e., squatters. travellers, ecological, 
animal liberation, anti-capitalist), opposition was broad and 
served to kick-start a new phase of direct action movements. 

This opposition was layered, from those who sought to 
portray themselves as non-threatening (i.e., “we're not terror- 
ists, we re nice people”). To those who portrayed the CJA as 
meaning any ‘illegal’ actions would be harshly repressed. 

In their experience under the CJA, UK activists found 
that, “[p]arts of the Act served merely to legitimize what the 
police were already doing and parts of it gave them new pow- 
ers they have not yet used.” (Do or Die, No. 9, p. 50) 

Although the new UK Terrorism Act clearly defines di- 
rect action as coming under its scope, because it is not so 
clearly directed against social movements as the CJA was, UK 


activists face a far greater challenge in organizing resistance den 
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against it. 

Some have concluded that their primary defense 
against such legal repression is a broad underlying public 
support and/or sympathy among the population. While the 
state will proceed with campaigns to undermine and isolate 
this support, activists in the UK see their best response as be- 
ing to monitor use of the new anti-terrorism laws, engage in 





public education around it, but otherwise to continue on with 
their present activities. 

In Canada, there has already been debate on whether 
the new anti-terrorism laws might be applied against Native 
blockades and occupations, or anti-globalization protests. 
These forms of action clearly “disrupt” or “interfere” with 
services, and at times result in property damage (i.e. anti- 
FTAA riots in Quebec City, 2001). 

Vancouver lawyer James Aldridge, a UBC professor 
and specialist in constitutional & administrative law, predicts 
that Bill C-36 “would almost certainly include an unlawful 
strike by a trade union, a blockade of a bridge by a First Na- 
tion or environmental group, or the breaching of a security 
fence by anti-globalization protesters” (The Province, Novem- 
ber 14/0). 

In order to counter such concerns, provisions in the Act 
state that “lawful protests” and strikes will not be included. 
As well, debate about a “Sunset Clause’, a 3-5 year limit on the 
Anti-Terrorism Act, has also occurred. 

While these are clearly meant to dampen criticism and 
concerns about the new laws, there is no reason to believe that, 
at some point, social movements who engage in resistance ac- 
tions will not become potential targets of the Anti-Terrorism 
Act. 

For many years now, social movements & organiza- 
tions in Canada have been listed as terrorist groups and 
threats to national security. RCMP & CSIS reports routinely 
list indigenous, ecological and anti-globalization groups in 
their ‘threat assessments’. Surveillance and infiltration of such 
groups has become common, including even mainstream or- 
ganizations such as Greenpeace, Council of Canadians, Am- 
nesty International, and others who speak out against govern- 
ment policies. Even the Raging Grannies, a senior citizen's sat- 
ire group that sings about social injustice, has been a target of 
investigation. 

Since the anti-APEC protests of 1997, police repression 
of social activists has only increased; use of force to disperse 
onstrations has become routine and has escalated to the 
use of thousands of riot police, tear gas, rubber bullets, and ar- 
moured personnel carriers (as seen in Seattle “99, and Quebec 
2001). 

In the months leading up to the anti-FTAA protests, 
opponents of globalization were visited by CSIS & RCMP, and 
in Quebec City organizers were arrested for handing out leaf- 
lets. US citizens travelling to attend meetings or protests were 
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|period. Numerous 


stopped at the border, detained, 
and refused entry. 
On the day prior to mass 


į protests, the Germinal group was 


arrested en route to Quebec City 


jand found to have smoke gre- 
nades and Thunderflashes. They 


were the result of a six month 
ong investigation involving a 
police infiltrator. During the ac- 
tual protests, police fired over 
900 rubber bullets and 6,000 can- 
sters of tear-gas over a two-day 
protesters 
were seriously injured, while 
over 460 were arrested and many 
detained for two days without 


Jaccess to legal council. In addi- 
|tion, preventative arrests were 


carried out against organizers 
prior to the main demonstra- 


resis- 


strate- 
and 


į tics, 


ystems for TIO 
under the vague 


pose conditions for release (i.e., 
not to associate with other pro- 


|testers, not to camouflage cloth- 


ing, not to be in certain areas). 
We must ask ourselves 


jwhy now, in the debate about 


__|janti-terrorism laws, such groups 


jare suddenly no longer consid- 
jered as threats to national secu- 
|rity? 


Just as the N. Ireland ex- 


perience with the PTA demon-. 
jstrates, even when the rulers de- 
jclare such legislation as only 


“temporary” measures, there ex- 


“lists no means by which such 


jstatements can be transformed 


At the present time, the 
primary targets of repression 


jarising as a result of 9-11 have 
ibeen Arab nationals and Mus- 
jlims. As of November 2001, over 
|1000 people have been detained 
lin the USA, with scores of others 
|in Canada and across Europe. In 
learly November, the US released 
ja list of 83 businesses and organi- 
|zations allegedly linked to Is- 
|lamic ‘terrorist’ groups, freezing 
| their funds and seizing property. 


Yet, the pretext of anti- 


jterrorism was used as recently as 
11995 during the Gustafsen Lake 
istandoff in BC, where Indigenous 








5 “control. In addi- 

jtion, it is now routine to arrest 
| protesters 
jcharge of ‘obstruction’ and im- 


rebels confronted an overwhelm- 
ing and heavily-armed RCMP 
force. The police (with media col- 
laboration) successfully attached 
the terrorist label and were able 
to undermine and isolate public 
support, even among Indigenous 
people. 

This was achieved by car- 
rying out a self-proclaimed 
“smear and disinformation” cam- 
paign which included illegally 
releasing juvenile criminal re- 
cords of persons alleged to be in 
the camp; detaining the group’s 
lawyer and throwing him in the 
mental ward for “psychological 
evaluation,” portraying the 
group as “terrorists, renegades, 
squatters, and cultists,” and fab- 
ricating shooting incidents. 

This recent example 


shows the true intent of the state 


L BEING 


and its se- 
oa -F 1 ey 
forces: to 
repress & 
destroy so- 
cial move- 
ments & 
sectors of 
the popula- 
tion which 
engage in 
resistance, 
using any 
means nec- 


“essary. To think that, in the post- 


9-11 climate of today, the state 
will lessen its attack on forms of 
social resistance, when armed © 
with new repressive powers, is 
naive & dangerous. 

While the primary targets 
of the War on Terror are Arab na- 
tionals and Muslims, we know 
that present conditions are sub- 
ject to rapid and violent change, 
with far-reaching implications. 
Our analysis of the state & its se- 
curity forces, based on recent his- 
tory & patterns, clearly shows its 
willingness to fabricate & create 
incidents in order to create a pre- 
text for repression. 

At the same time, meth- 
ods must be found by which re- 
pression can be legitimized in the 
minds of the citizens, and this is 
the purpose of new anti-terrorist 
laws. 

It has been noted that the 
state’s response to resistance is 
based on two essential but con- 
tradictory actions. First, it must 
disrupt and disorganize the or- 
ganizations and groups. How- 
ever: 


the state cannot merely 
overtly repress behav- 
iour which is considered 
[a threat]. It must also 
legitimize that repres- 
sion.... If the state en- 
gages merely in outright 
repression, it runs the 
risk of destroying its he- 


gemony, which relies on people 
believing it is a neutral arbiter.... 
The state is compelled to maintain 
a legalistic image if it is to limit po- 
litical, collective resistance. 

[T]he state solves this inherent 
problem [repression-legitimacy] by 
appealing to the legal system. This 
enables the state to dispose of the 
threatening political behaviour 
while simultaneously legitimizing its 
repressive acts.” (jim Messer- 
schmidt, The Trial of Leonard Peltier, 
pp. | 18-19) 


This is reflected in the strategy de- 
veloped following the 77-day armed 
standoff between Indigenous peoples and 
the Canadian military at Oka, 1990. In an 
analysis of that conflict, it was found that 
use of the military served to give the 
Warriors a moral victory in the eyes of 
the public. As a result, it was decided that 
police forces must be equipped and 
trained to handle such sieges in the fu- 
ture. By limiting the role of the military, 
and portraying it as simply a simple po- 
licing matter, this criminalization of the 
rebels was reinforced. 

While the security forces were suc- 
cessful in isolating and marginalizing the 
Indigenous rebels at Gustafsen Lake, this 
was not permanent. By carrying out a 
wide range of public communications 
(public speaking, media/alternative me- 
dia, videos, radio, publications, etc.), the 
rebels were able to counter their portrayal 
as “terrorists” while maintaining their 
original defensive position based on an 
assertion of Indigenous sovereignty 
(which was a direct challenge to the le- 
-gitimacy of the state and corporate expan- 
sion). 

The Gustafsen Lake siege had a 
profound impact on a new generation of 
Indigenous youth, who carried on both 
the spirit of the rebellion and its concept 
of sovereignty. In 1996-99, the Native 
Youth Movement established itself and 
expanded, based to a large extent on this 
assertion of sovereignty realized in a cam- 
' paign against the BC Treaty Process. 
Along with this, new evidence presented 
in the year long trial of 1996-97 served to 
expose the true nature of the RCMP’s 
‘smear and disinformation’ campaign. 
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Over time, many people who 
initially accepted the state and media 
disinformation came to change their 
views, including members of the me- 
dia. “The fact is camp members were 
n't the terrorists RCMP made them} 
out to be.” (Joey Thompson, column| 
“Media should apologize for gullibil 
ity on Gustafsen Lake,” The Province, 
Sept. 26, 1997) 

The “terrorists” in fact, were 
elders, men, women, and children. 

During the 1919-20 period of 
labour unrest, when rebellious 
worker's movements were virtually 
destroyed, one militant provided an 
enduring assessment of the repres- 
sion-resistance cycles: 


A Brief Primer on the State 
Security Apparatus in Canada 








This is only a momentary defeat 
on a world-wide battle front. Re- 
member that permanently we 
cannot lose. Every struggle is a 
lesson.... Every brutal act of sup- 
pression brings capitalism nearer 
to its inevitable doom.... 


In summary, the most effective re- 
sponses to “anti-terrorism” appear 
to be: 


Maintain as broad a level of 
support as possible while con- 
tinuing on with organizing and 
resistance. 


1. 


Understand that, at time, this 
support may be removed and 
the group isolated, due to 
smear and disinformation 
campaigns (or at other times 
by the necessity to engage in __ 
actions that do not receive 
wide support but which are 
necessary in order to ad- 
vance) 

Know that, by consistently 
challenging the state’s ver- 
sion of events and its very 
legitimacy, such repression 
can be overcome, and can be 
used as a tool for resistance 
(i.e., by exposing the true na- 
ture of the state and its secu- 
rity forces, by using any inci 
dent and conflict, including 
imprisonment, as a basis for 
further resistance). 
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or the state itself will enact new laws legitimizing repres- 
sive action. 

The essential characteristics of the new National Se- |... have 
curity State are not the result of 9-11, but rather of a histori- |y alk to them. if arrested all you 
cal process, today referred to as Globalization. As such, the |« hem no mor 
effects of 9-11 signify a new stage in the evolution towards | Without a warrant -- so don’ 
total social control, which is based on technology, increas- the polic e are there they h 
ing social conflict, and the need to ensure continued exploi- | PRO acti 
tation and expansion of transnational capital. This progres- , 
sion has led to the establishment of a global corporate fas- rights are and how grand juries work. Let them know tha should th 
cism. naed, there is a support commi ee te help : 

The only logical response to the National Security | 8: Utilize All Legal Strategies. ty of court strategies that can be use 
State and its repressive function is the continued applica-|"¥* ee a 2 - ile Ree oes ye 
tion of resistance, based on present-day analysis and the]. tar m e over Rise i. 
lessons of history. k | ee 

“We don’t initiate movements, we seek to under-|9 
stand them. We realise that beyond a very transitory influ- | ji t i: ; 
ence, great movements are not caused by individuals, they |9 to jail, can be used to scare oth 
are the result of conditions.” (Red Flag, 22 March 1919, Van- | ° : see > oa 
couver, BC) Solutions Grane Pire a to E mon 

The uncertainty and conflict of the future will create | jg : ji Jever cate 
conditions in which resistance will be fertile, providing | chamber. And e g some motions, don't ev 
movements are prepared to exploit such opportunities, . 
overcoming their present marginalization, while being able | >- 
to survive increasing repression. i A 
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iC arch we s should not "consider: small 
concessions s from industry and the state 


I I STRUGGLE, I SURVIVE 


By Cessie Dare 


I am Mother, Daughter, and Sister. 
I feel I have lived many lives in this life I 


. currently live. Oppression is oppressing, 


and I struggle my way out of systemati- 
cally delusional dead ends. I chose not to 
graduate from high school, to pursue 
healthy self -sustainability and heal my 
life from my past. I had more in com- 
mon with living the education of my per- 
sonal experience, than with the lies of 
colonization. I have little interest in one- 
sided stories of how the world began. I 
don't have time for throwing away stories 
of my Ancestors and our Aboriginal 
Land. 


I am a survivor of violence. I have sur- 
vived many kinds of violence throughout 
my life. Emotional, psychological, sexual 
and physical. I will not say which epi- 
sode was worse, because none of the vio- 
lations needed to happen in the first 
place. Preventative measures to put an 
end to violence before it happens are 
essential in effective restorative healing 
processes for both survivors and perpe- 
trators of violence. I speak from a life 
long experience of Surviving. 


Each day comes and goes and I am still 
alive. Courage to grow and heal comes 
with the courage of the people I am sur- 
rounded by. Growth and healing comes 
through making, and knowing how to 
make, informed choices. With Integrity 
and Dignity. In our struggling communi- 


ties we are each equally responsible to 
put an end to violence. To achieve a 
non-abusive environment we must live 
non-abusively. 


Not a day goes by that wimmin do not 
experience some kind of fear of violence. 
I less frequently walk alone at night. I 
feel increasingly afraid as I age, in fear for 
sisters younger than myself who might 
experience what I have or worse. Sadness 
fills my heart at times when I feel so 
afraid. Helplessness brings me to tears 
and my rage lies unexpressed. What can 
I do to stop violence against wimmin? 


Centuries of unlearning must take place. 
How long will it take until I can live ina 
Safe place for my sisters and daughter? 


Perpetuating violence is something we do 
because we are taught to silence our- 
selves in our pain in order to survive. 
Perpetrators of violence struggle with 
lack of self power. I believe that those 
who perpetuate endless cycles of abuse 
and violence are hurting deeply and are 
missing essential prevention skills. Per- 
petrators are an integral piece in the sys- 
tematic social injustices of an oppressed 
society. In my mind, this is why there are 
little or no resources for Healing perpe- 
trators of violence. 


Surviving violence is something that we 
do if we can live through it. A lot of us 
don't survive a beating or sexual assault. 
A lot of us end our own lives because the 


pain is just too much to take alone any- 
more. 


Over-coming violence has been the ex- 
perience of my life since the day of my 
Birth. Finding a place to begin is chal- 
lenging. Remembering that beginning 
place is painful. I was born into a violent 
family as well as a violent society as all of 
us are today. Innately within me, I have 
always known there was something terri- 
bly wrong in life. As a child I was pow- 
erless. I learned to endure perpetual vio- 
lations of my Body, Mind and Spirit. I 
was not Empowered to say No! 


Saying 'please and thank you' for things 
not to be pleased with or thankful for, is 
one of my toughest challenges in life. 
Why feel thankful that wimmin are 
abused by colonization and capitalism? 
Why feel thankful for being silenced by a 
corporate-paid state system of violent 
genocide? Why feel pleased by being 
oppressed by men and a male-dominated 
system of violence? Being provided with 
tools to be empowered to stop violence 
is a right, not a privilege. 


As a survivor I strongly feel that violence 
won't end until we create Healthy Com- 
munity processes in which we are all 
equally accountable for our own actions. 
Where we have clear recognition of the 
role we each have in the perpetuation of 
oppressive societies. 


In the past ten years since giving my 





three year old son and one year old 
daughter up for private adoption, I have 
remained Committed to Healing myself 
in order to be equipped to Empower 
others. I continue my struggle. I do not 
surrender! I will probably struggle untl I 
die. My life is committed to see Change 
happen. I have not only seen change, | 
have been a part of making that change 
happen in concrete and real ways. It is 
the Wisdom of my Ancestors who help 
me create such change and healing. 


We must all support perpetrators of vio- 
lence, to show there are Healthier and 
more Effective ways to express our anger 
and pain. We must also support Survi- 
vors of violence with out re-victimizing 
and oppressing the healing processes 
with pity but rather Compassion and 
Empathy. I over-flow with compassion 
and forgiveness for myself, as well as my 
assailants. It doesn't mean I am not an- 
ery or still afraid, but I sincerely believe 
we all have the right and the capability to 
Grow, Heal and Change. 


Please contact your local crisis help cen- 
tre if you are a perpetrator of violence. If 
you have abused any one, including your- 
self, you can get help in learning how to 
make healthier choices around reacting 
violently from your anger, helplessness, 
or pain. Violence is a choice. End the 
violence of silence. It takes a Whole 
community to end patriarchy and op- 
pression. 

The time is Now! 


image of ourselves is not because | think 
that if we change our ideas then everything 
will be alright, but because | had nothing to 
say about our activity. This was very clearly 
a critique written from the inside and thus 
also a self-critique and | am still very much 
involved in "activist" politics. As | made 
plain, | have not necessarily got any clearer 
idea than anyone else of how to go about 
developing new forms of action more ap- 
propriate to an “anti-capitalist" perspective. 
June |8th was a valiant attempt to do just 
this, and "Give up Activism" was not a criti- 
cism of the action on June [8th as such. | 
certainly couldn't have come up with any- 
thing much better myself. 


Although the piece is called "Give 
up Activism", | did not want to suggest at all 
that people stop trashing GM crops, smash- 


ing up the city and disrupting the gatherings 
of the rich and powerful, or any of the 
other myriad acts of resistance that 
"activists" engage in. It was more the way 
we do these things and what we think we 
are doing when we do them that | was 
seeking to question. Because "Give up Ac- 
tivism" had little or nothing to recommend 
in terms of objective practical activity, the 
emphasis on the subjective made it seem 
like | thought these problems existed only 
in our heads. 


Of course, thinking of ourselves as 
activists and as belonging to a community of 
activists is no more than a recognition of 
the truth, and there is nothing pathological 
in that. The problem | was trying to make 
clear was the identification with the activist 
role being happy as a radical minority. | in- 
tended to question the role, to make peo- 
ple dissatisfied with the role, even while 
they remained within it. It is only in this 
way that we stand a chance of escaping it. 


Obviously we are constrained 
within our specific circumstances. During 
an ebb in the class struggle, revolutionaries 
are in even more of a minority than they 
are in any case. We probably don't have 
any choice about appearing as a strange 
subculture. But we do have a choice about 
our attitude to this situation, and if we 
come to ditch the mental identification with 
the role then we may discover that there is 


PAGE 10 





actually some room for manoeuvre within 
our activist role so that we can try and 
break from activist practice as far as we are 
able. The point is that challenging the 
"subjective" element, our “activist self- 
image" will at least be a step towards mov- 
ing beyond the role in its "objective" ele- 
ment also. As | said in "Give up Activism’, 
only with a general escalation of the class 
struggle will activists be able to completely 
ditch their role, but in the meantime: "to 
work to escalate the struggle it will be nec- 
essary to break with the role of activists to 
whatever extent is possible to constantly 
try to push at the boundaries of our limita- 
tions and constraints. Which was precisely 
the point of the article. 


For if we cannot even think beyond 
the role now, then what hope have we of 


ever escaping it? We should at the very 
least be dissatisfied with our position as a 
radical minority and be trying to generalise 
the struggle and make the necessary upturn 
happen. Doing away with the activist men- 
tality is necessary but not sufficient for do- 
ing away with the role in practice. 


Up the Workers! 


Although "Give up Activism" shied 
away from recommending any actual 
change in behaviour outside of saying that 
we needed one, perhaps now it would be 
appropriate to say something about this. 
How can we bring "politics" out of its sepa- 
rate box, as an external cause to which we 
dedicate ourselves? 


Many of the criticisms of the direct 
action movement all revolve around similar 
points. Capitalism is based on work, our 
struggles against it are not based on our 
work but quite the opposite, they are 
something we do outside whatever work 
we may do. Our struggles are not based on 
our direct needs (as for example, going on 
strike for higher wages); they seem discon- 
nected, arbitrary. Our "days of action" and 
so forth have no connection to any wider 
on-going struggle in society. We treat capi- 
talism as if it was something external, ignor- 
ing our own relation to it. These points are 
repeated again and again in criticisms of the 
direct action movement (including "Give 
up Activism" but also in many other places). 


It's not that people don't under- 
stand that capital is a social relation and 
that it’s to do with production as well as 
just banks and stock exchanges, here as 
well as in the Third World or that capital is 
a relation between classes. The point is that 
even when all of this is understood our atti- 
tude to this is still as outsiders looking in, 
deciding at what point to attack this system. 
Our struggle against capitalism is not based 
on our relation to value-creation, to work. 
On the whole the people who make up the 
direct action movement occupy marginal 
positions within society as the unemployed, 
as students or working in various tempo- 
rary and transitory jobs. We do not really 
inhabit the world of production, but exist 
largely in the realm of consumption and cir- 





culation. What unity the direct action 
movement possesses does not come from 
all working in the same occupation or living 
in the same area. It is a unity based on intel- 
lectual commitment to a set of ideas. 


To a certain extent "Give up Activ- 
ism" was being disingenuous (as were many 
of +e other critiques making similar points) 
in providing all these hints but never spell- 
ing out exactly where they led, which left 
the door open for them to be misunder- 
stood. The author of the critique in The Bad 
Days Will End! was right to point out what 
the article was indicating but shied away 
from actually mentioning: the basic thing 
that's wrong with activism is that it isn't 
collective mass struggle by the working 
class at the point of production, which is 
the way that revolutions are supposed to 
happen. 


The sort of activity that meets the 
criteria of all the criticisms that is based on 
immediate needs, in a mass on-going strug- 
gle, in direct connection to our everyday 
lives and that does not treat capital as 
something external to us, is this working 
class struggle. It seems a little unfair to 
criticise the direct action movement for not 
being something that it cannot be and has 
never claimed to be, but nevertheless, if we 
want to move forward we've got to know 
what we're lacking. 





The reason that this sort of working sating for this with any kind of party- 
class struggle is the obvious answer to what building or attempts to substitute their 
we are lacking is that this is the model of group for the struggle of the proletariat as 
revolution that the last hundred years or so a whole. Some ultra-left groups have taken 
has handed down to us that we have to this line of thinking to its logical conclusion 
draw upon. However, the shadow of the and have ended up turning doing nothing 
failure of the workers' movement still hangs into a political principle. Of course our re- 
over us. And if this is not the model of how sponse would not be to do nothing, but 
a revolution might happen, then what is? nevertheless, the point remains that if eve- 
And no one has any very convincing an- ryone similarly just waited for an upsurge 
swers to that question. to happen then it certainly never would 
happen. Effectively by just waiting for it to 
happen we are assuming that someone else resent a good opportunity for us as call 
will do it for us and maintaining a division centres are exactly the sort of places 
between us and the "ordinary" workers where people forced off the dole end up 
who will make this happen. working and exactly the sort of temporary 
and transient jobs in which those involved 





A Vociferous Minority 


So we are stuck with the question 
"what do we do as a radical minority that 
wants to create revolution in non- 


Š ‘ r) r 
revolutionary times? The way | ee a the The alternative to this scenario isto jn the direct action movement end up 
= ae we basically ae two eee a stop thinking of the ebbs and flows of the working also. This certainly could help 
irst is to recognise that as a small scene o i ; : Se 

E class struggle like some force of nature make the connection between capitalism 


radicals we can have relatively little influ- that just come and go without us being able 
ence on the overall picture and that if and to effect them at all, and to start thinking 
when an upsurge in the class struggle oc- about how to build class power and to end 
curs it probably won't have much to do the current disorganised and atomised state 
with us. Therefore until the mythical day of workers in this country. The problem is 
arrives the best thing we can do is to con- that over the last twenty or so years, the 
tinue to take radical action, to pursue poli- social landscape of the country has changed 
tics that push things in the right direction so fast and so rapidly that it has caught us 
and to try and drag along as many other on the hop. Restructuring and relocation 


people as possible, but basically to resign have fractured and divided people. We 
ourselves to that fact that we are going to 


continue to be a minority. So until the 
point when some sort of upturn in the class 
struggle occurs it's basically a holding op- 
eration. We can try and stop things getting 
worse, have a finger in the dam, try and 
strategically target weak points in the sys- 
tem where we think we can hit and have 
some effect, develop our theory, live our 
lives in as radical a way as possible, build a 


and our own immediate needs, and perhaps 
might allow us to better participate in de- 
veloping new fronts in the class struggle. 
Or the increased imposition of work could 
just end up with us even more fucked over 
than we are at present, which is obviously 
what the government are hoping. They are 
attempting to both have their cake and eat 
it trying to turn the clock back and return 
to days of austerity and privation while 
gambling that the working class is so atom- 
ised and divided by twenty years of attacks 
that this will not provoke a return of the 
struggle that originally brought about the 
introduction of these amelioration meas- 
ures in the first place. Only time will tell 
whether they are to be successful in their 
endeavour or whether we are to be suc- 
cessful in ours. 
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thing would be to try and adopt both of the 
above methods. We need to maintain our 
could try and help re-compose a new unity. radicalism and commitment to direct ac- 
Instead of just being content with doing our tion, not being afraid to take action as a mi- 
we will be there ready to play some part bit and waiting for the upturn, to try and nority. But equally, we can't just resign our- 
and to contribute what things we have make this upturn happen. We will probably selves to being a radical minority while we 
learnt and what skills we have developed still be acting as activists, but maybe to a wait for everyone else to make a revolution 
as a radical subculture. lesser extent, and at least we will be making for us. We should also perhaps look at the 
it more possible for us to abolish activism potential for making our direct action com- 


hat i | lik altogether at some point in the future. plement whatever practical contribution to 
beeper aie St : eee ape l rig current workers struggles we may feel able 
Amat those P ai who thoushe : One b of doing this is suggested in the to make. In both the possible scenarios 
revolution would happen when rE contrà- critique in The Bad Days Will End! outlined above we continue to act more or 

less within the activist role. But hopefully in 


g gta 
= — a 


on doing these things in the long term and 4, 
hopefully when one day, events out of our 
control lead to a general radicalisation of 
society and an upturn in the class struggle 


The flaw in this sort of approach is 


dictions between the forces and the rela- “To lose the specialisation of activists, we 
tions of production had matured suffi- could choose to listen to the thousands both of these different amre -= would 
ciently, when the objective conditions were and thousands of non-activists and engage = ee O an me = re -n 
right, so that revolution almost seemed to ee ana the struggpies Biy mia a and acaveyy Wy ta 
be a process that happened without the volved in. We could try and facilitate and go beyond our status as activists to what- 
link what struggles are already going on, ever extent is possible. 

need for any human involvement and you attent : 

; ; - ; pting to build the upsurge in class 
could just sit back and wait for it to happen. struggle rather than just waiting for it to Notes 
This sort of idea is a flaw carried over into happen all by itself. A recent example |) “The Necessity and Impossibility of Anti- 
ultra-left thinking. As is explained in The quoted in The Bad Days Will End! is the Activism”, The Bad Days Will End!, No. 3. | 
Bad Days Will End!, many ultra-left groups investigation into call centres initiated by highly recommend this article, and the 
have recognised that in periods of down- the German group Kolinko, which was magazine contains some other dou stuff 
turn, they are necessarily going to be mi- also contributed to in the recent Under- 


current No 8."(4) too, so it’s worth getting hold of. Try and 
get your hands on a copy by sending $3 to: 
The idea of this project is that call Merrymount Publications, PO Box 441597, 
centres represent the "new sweatshops” of Somerville, MA 02144, USA. 
the information economy and that ifa new 2) The Bad Days Will End!, No. 3, p.53) 
cycle of workers’ resistance is to emerge 3) Gilles Dauve (Jean Barrot) “Critique of 
anywhere then this might just be the place. the Situationist International” in What is 
Situationism?: A Reader, Ed. Stewart Home 
It is perhaps also worth considering (AK Press, 1996), p.35 
that changing circumstances might work to 4) The Kolinko proposal was recently pub- 
our advantage, the restructuring of the wel- lished in Collective Action Notes and is 
| fare state is forcing more and more activists also available on the web at: “http://www. 


into work. For example the call center en- nadir.org/nadir/initiativ/kolinko/index_e. 
quiry project mentioned above could rep- html" 


norities and have argued against compen- 
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— o — — — of O n May 18 2001 | was given the privilege of a first hand glimpse 
arcerati ate for r natin was said t into the prison system. After being sentenced to one month in 
: a s disp ie § Corrections, ha ha, to be rehabilitated for the crime of protecting my 
f water source and habitat in the Slocan Valley with my body. What did 
| learn from my short stint of incarceration? Next time I’m running. 


This piece is fragments of thought written over the five days | spent in 
City Cells waiting for transfer to Burnaby Correctional Centre for 
Women. Written with a one inch pencil led smuggled into City Cells 
in my stinky sock. | am not sharing this because | believe that | have 
been through something more horrible than others. | wanted to share 
the small glimpse | had of solitary confinement because | couldn’t stop 
— a . thinking about the amount of people who undergo long periods in the 
‘therefore : hole, sometimes years. 


| felt loony after several days. The strength of these people to survive 
separated from everything that is life and the brutality of this system 
called democracy are both incredible. All prisoners are political pris- 
oners 


“I have to shackle you for prison transfer,” she says smiling apologeti- 
cally, “its not of my discretion.” 


He’d been waiting outside the courthouse for hours for a glimpse of 
me. | came from the dungeon under the courthouse blinking into the 
sunshine. Embarrassed of my shackles and handcuffs. Embarrassed to 
be a common criminal. Embarrassed of my weakness. 


ONY PTIRORS. MaS year. The only thing loose in cellblock 5 is a roll of toilet paper and a bar of 
soap. À camera covers every inch of my cubic cement cell. An invasive 
_ fieye, watching to see if | commit the deadly sin of suicide. Or worse, 
try to escape. Who wouldn’t think of suicide in here? Every smell | 
§ make sits in the air, adds on to the others. | hope my nose stays stuffed 


up. 


In my cube | only see squares. With one exception, the roundness of 
sef the toilet bowl. | squat < ver it. Time its like agnant . Hours ago a 
, ‘look forward to eating, nc 
because | am hungry, but because it is something of a different colour. 






TEN | ngs ause they are not forced {| man’s voice said dinner would be st nortly. | 
to Live on the sisi have never been forced to steal or prita sets 


dont fave eE r a as nab i 




























| We made love three times yesterday, clutching and clawing at each 
f other. Whispering | love you | love you | love you. As deep inside me 
n sas he was, it still wasn’t close enough. We came together as if it were 
§ the last night on earth before it exploded. Instead we exploded. | can 
still smell him. 


_ _ -no — f | hear it is after seven. They have brought me Chinese food no Chi- 

o ETNIO -— =o -o = Ẹnese person would ever eat. And a coffee. Why would they bring me 

anada's tot a coffee at night? Is it some kind of torture treatment so that | can’t 

6: of th > sleep? | tell myself “don’t fall for it.” But | do anyways; | sip it like it is 
ooa fa delicacy. 


The guard comes to the door and says sweetly “you’re not a bad girl 
are you? You are only trying to protect the trees and the water.“ 
fi Then she holds up her fist to the smudged rectangle window. Shaking 
it, she yells, “I’m with you all the way.” Then walks away, leaving me 
sobbing into my noodles. She thinks | am going to save the world for 
her. It will never be saved for that very reason. | don’t want to be her 
hero. She can be her own hero. No sleep last night. Bright florescent 
lights and a man yelling. Smashing his beast of a body against the metal 
door over and over and over. It is the drunk tank and it’s May 24 
weekend. He is screaming “fuck you, you cock sucker, where’s my 
fuckin’ phone call. | want a roll of fucking toilet paper.” In four minute 
intervals. This is my neighbour. He’s still banging in the morning. | 

know it is morning because they brought me soggy A&W toast and 
minute maid OJ. My lights are brighter too. The guard said it was a rotten day outside. | wish | could smell it. 


| got a new neighbour. He came in whimpering and drunk, kicked the door three times, and fell into silence. More sleep no dreams. | 
skipped dinner last night. The food is making me sick. | smell of sweat and urine and | still haven’t had a shit. It’s that camera, it makes 
me constipated. Day two of twenty-eight. | cannot even begin to understand what it would be like to be serving the first few days of a 
life sentence. Knowing that it will not end and every single day will be the same. That for the rest of your life there will be no colour. | 
stare at the royal blue towel they gave me. The colour seems so vibrant beside the grey of everything else. 


Cell block five. | always thought five was my lucky number, | guess | was mistaken. The keys clank from hips. They lock themselves in and 
out. The TV drones on in the distance. The guards are bored too. Then go home. They didn’t have to bring you here in chains. 
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How long does it take before | begin to talk to myself out loud just 
to hear a voice? Two days. | pace and mutter and mutter and pace. 
We are all rats in an experiment. They watch our behaviour on their 
TV screens. Scribble notes. Report. 


Three more days without daylight to go. | keep my eyes closed 
mostly as not to see the dim grey. Behind my eyelids it’s wet. | can 
see green. Luscious flowers gush off each branch. They overflow with 
dropping petals like popping corn in a bowl too small. Greedy hands 
dive in displacing light white puffs. It’s wet, leaves are shiny. | walk on wee dani ck r 
soaked, squishy moss. It makes me thirsty. | want to suck the dew- fe Again, assume all corresț 
drops off the grass blades, lick the sweet and spicy petals of lilies. 
Better yet, pull the whole flower head off its stem with my teeth. Bit- 
ing into the crisp, succulent flesh. Gulping the juices and the pollen 
like a humming bird. Imagine, it’s wet, the river swollen, pregnant 
with spring. Rushing down from its home in the sky to the valley bot- 
tom, then the sea. 


"ir 


It’s wet. And slugs crawl black and shiny onto grey pavement. | can’t 
save them all from their suicide mission to centreline. How long have 
been here? Have | ahas h been bere: | can’t even n masturbate, that 


a — — —— = — ee 


“vert! My body 


aa- 


aches, shakes vik tension and nausea. My world is ten by ten and | 
hate it. But hey, | made a friend today. His name is Morgan. He is 16 
and been here too many times. The cop twisted his ankle chasing 
him. | congratulated the kid. 


| dreamt | was lying with a woman. | could not see her face, but her 
touch set my body on fire. | awoke shivering. “That a girl,” the guard f 
squawked when | ate some of my dinner. | barked back and wagged 
my tail. | am not eating tomorrow. | realize | have two choices. |: eat fan 
- or not eat. 2: wear my underwear on the inside of my pants or the f 
outside. So, | have taken to wearing my black lace panties over my }, 
purple pants. | ask now to be called Girl Wonder. They still call me 
Hey You. | would demand respect for the superhero | am but alas, 
my super powers do not fare well through six- inch thick concrete. | f pal. 
look forward to the day when Boy Wonder and | are reunited under | or: 
the forces of evil. Until then | am an imprisoned super hero of the : 
enemy police state. | pace my cell with a smidgen of the power | once f Prisoners Support Networ O Bo 
held. 


Morgan left today for his bail hearing. He is from a family of ten kids, į 
most of whom have tried to commit suicide at least once in their ie 
lives. He says his family is pretty messed up. He seems pretty sane to | 
me. 


| think it is the fifth day in this dungeon under the library. | waited for | 2 ee 
two days because they said | might have a visitor. Today | realized] ~ | 7 
when it came to supper-time and they hadn’t come | gave up hope. If. n TSE, PPLE ate 
still haven’t seen daylight but the woman guard comes in tank top and 
sandals. | am shivering in a wool sweater. | sit on the floor with my 
face squished sideways through the slot in the door where they 
throw the food in. Scott, my co-accused, can just hear me in his cell if 
| yell and repeat myself a few times. I’m reading E.E Cummings. He’s f| 
reading some pirate adventure story. He reads me a few pages until 
his voice is hoarse and | scream out: X i IE 


Goodnight Scott... 
Goodnight Chloe... 
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Max Sloan: Would you say that the ‘Kulling’ is a book of protest 
poems? 


Chad Norman: This whole notion of the political in poetry, even 
today is something where people also snicker about and there’s 
poets that I know that feel there’s no place for the political in po- 
etry, which is frightening, very scary and I don’t support that in- 
sinuation at all. When you mention protest that’s something I’ve 
been trying to keep very clear for people, as far as I’m concerned 
there’s a book of protest work and there’s a book of political po- 
etry and ‘The Kulling’ is a book of political poetry. It’s a book of 
the poet hoiding his hand up and saying I oppose this and here’s 
what I oppose and here’s why I oppose it. And the difference be- 
tween the two has become quite vast, because then I can go to 
someone like Neruda and his book Song of Protest and connect 


7TaTe 












back even further and feel a sense of accomplishment, feeling a 
sense of comradeship, feeling that my book takes it’s place with 
these other books. And in Canada, I think for the time being, I _ 
<now when I read from this book, that’s when I get reaction and 
that’s when I get people, they become infuriated , they become 
emotional, I’ve moved them in some way. And that’s to me what 
it’s all about, because there’s a lot of what I tackle in the book 
that well people just don’t want to know, when I’m condemning 
the video, I mean I live in an age where video games have been 
around for a long time and their just part of a household, much 


like a shelf of videos. I watched what ‘his company did, I knew * 


what this company did, they were thieves and got away with it, 
this was a criminal act that was performed with a lot of tact; but 
was the poet standing in the forest behind there chain‘dink fe 
the end of it, watching everything and that’s what’ j ‘sin this book | 
and it is unquestionably a book of protest work. « e 





M.S And a document, a testimony that you e been a witness 
to this crime these things have been documented and given a 
voice. I believe that personal history 1s a big part of poetry espe- 
cially when your actions and opinions are on 





C.N Icouldn’t agree more, you talk about Accutenting Tthink 
it’s important that not just the film maker‘is documenting, the 
poet has every opportunity to keep-cléar and eyes wide on, his or 
her age and Canada’s histo and the oxgnts that are cer g] in 
this country as we speak, thêy’re importan 

seems to be some kind off 
seems to want to suggest tha 
ada doesn’t really matter and it 
you choose to recognize it or sta 
we’re going to think that you’re 
anyone to listen to, and that’s da 
As we both know there’s been poet 
have died because of their choice ta 
claim the truth and stand by it and th 
the witness aspect hasbeen. C 
















nat, ee it’ s a force that 

f isn’t important and Can- 
out a few things and if 
it’s something else, well 
‘fanatical, probably not 

s far as I’m concerned. 
through the Bees that 






against 
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I nfean mention S. America, mention Nuruda and the Russians, I 
think of Oslip Mendalstom, the KGB had a field day with this guy 
and when they found the poem about Stalin in his papers, that was 
it he was gone, he just disappeared they took him north and he 
died in a camp no one knew what day he died there were no docu- 
ments and there still isn’t today. But that poem he wrote about 
Stalin was a truthful poem; it was the type of poem that Russia 
certainly wasn’t ready to deal with. You know I thought to myself 
when I saw what was going on, I need to take my turn here, I 
need to come behind these important poets, these elders, these po- 
ets that died for the sake of truth and never veering away from it. 
There’s other countries I could mention Ken Sirawawa in Nigeria 
is another story, hung in a public square, what he was saying 
about shell hasn’t stepped it’s still going on and lost of someone 
like that is horrendotis and there’s a poet in Indonesia right now, I 
don’t know how much longer she’s going to see the light of day, 
but again she’s tackling the government of her country and the 
atrocities that are going on with the police, force. And I think to 
myself that I’m damn glad that I wrote this book because first of 
all it helped me to grow as a poet and its@ipsme to believe that at 
least I have a book out there that is line: If I was writing in 
another country I may not be spe nay not even sitting here. 


































































But in Canada ng as I’m ak > books like this and 
I canstead Mom. them in public I’m going to do it, no one’s going 
to €te’s going to be books that are about history 


re down the road, when I’m dead someone 
and pay attention to it. 


M.S 
but thats 
I we 


opportunities for free speech in 1 Canada, 

ine pretty fast in the wake of Sept. 11th 

and there was a sign that said “Due 

< we will now be reporting all 
1g LD. wi 

TRN records” 


s 









TITIO) 


C.N. , it astounds me about Office 
Depo > and I’m glad you shared that 
with ce that inside myself and begin to 
under this age of paranoia, this age of 


ough terrorism. It really indicates 
-is here in B.C. I just spent a few 
jo many American flags, so this 
brace and be a neighbour nation, 

£ on, the sign in Office Depot 

And the poet who chooses to speak 
ften, the musicians as well. I think 
g my boots into the planeteven 
see some of my civil rights threat- 
ened and even take! 

Dealing with tru 
be truth away o 
self what in fact 
Truth 1s disman 
variety of forms 


ush everything that is supposed to 
or try to really find out for your 

e the times that we live in now. 
pmewhere then brought back in a 
f faces and a variety of stories and 
news reports strá d where they need to be, to oper- 
ate and to see w as a poet I’m leery , I’m doubt- 
ful, that has been something at has been extremely important for 
me to date and I have to except something’s. Having written ‘The 
Kulling’ it has prepared me for this future that is rapidly coming 
upon us. 





strung out like some 
cat’s cradle in your own 
child hands — | 
and | wanted to ask 
“who loves you?” 


what is this survival instinct? 


resilience | Cl 
that keeps you trapped? : 
see you and think = 
you are somebody's friend 
but you are aways alone — 
do you speak? 

bought groceries on n Yates 
outside a woman- 


e i 





